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From 1 July to 31 December 2010 Belgium 
will hold the Presidency of the Council of the 
European Union for the twelfth time. This will 
be a special Presidency for several reasons.
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The context in which the Belgian Presidency is taking place

“This will be a special 
Presidency for several reasons.”
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Programme covering the 18 months of the Spain – Belgium – Hungary team Presidency
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To bring the European 
construction closer to its citizens 
and make it more tangible, the 
Belgian Government decided to 
consult civil society on a large 
scale as part of the preparations 
for the Belgian Presidency of the 
Council of the European Union. 
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Consultation of civil society 
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The priorities of the Belgian Presidency of the Council of the European Union

Imbedding in team Presidency programme and legacy programme
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Five theme clusters
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1.  Combating the economic crisis and promoting economic and financial 

modernisation 
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2.   Combating global warming and the environmental aspects in the 

broader sense
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3. Expansion of the EU
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4. Further strengthening of the social dimension in the EU
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5. Implementation of the Stockholm Programme’s action plan for justice 
and home affairs, asylum and migration. 
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Implementation and application of the Treaty of Lisbon 
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Amongst other things, a logo has 
been designed for the European team 
Presidency. It was selected from entries 
to a national design competition in the 
three countries. This competition was 
open to students of art and design. 
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Logo of the European team Presidency 
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The Belgian Presidency’s most important communication channel, its 
official website, went online on 25 June. It is the right place for anyone 
wanting a front-row view of what is going on during the Presidency.
!
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The website of the Belgian Presidency of the Council of the European Union
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In total over 500 events will take place during the Belgian Presidency of the Council of the European Union, 
including 27 formal and 16 informal Councils at ministerial level. 
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Countless events during the Belgian Presidency



;K

-%./+0(!12%3+4%(&5!'=!)$%!C'@(&+.!'=!)$%!E@2'7%0(!F(+'(

eventseventseventsevents of the

The opening events

Presidency

openingopeningopeningopening
of

The opening events

Belgian PresidencyTheThe

Presidency

;K;K;K;K;K;K;K;K;K;K;K;K;K;K;K;K;K;K;K;K;K;K;K;K;K;K;K;K;K;K;K;K;K;K;K;K;K;K;K;K;K;K;K;K;K;K;K;K;K;K;K;K;K;K;K;K;K;K;K;K;K;K;K;K;K;K;K;K;K;K;K;K;K;K;K;K;K;K;K;K;K;K;K;K;K;K;K;K;K;K;K;K;K;K;K;K;K

ThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThTheeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee opopopopopopopenenenenenenenenenenenenenininininininininininininininininininininininininininininininininininingggggggggggggggggggggggggg evevevevevevevenenenentstststs ofofofofofofof thththththeeeee BeBeBeBeBeBeBeBeBeBeBeBeBeBeBeBeBeBeBeBeBeBeBeBeBeBeBeBeBeBeBeBeBeBeBeBeBeBeBeBeBeBeBeBeBeBeBeBeBeBeBeBeBeBeBeBeBelglglglglglglglglglglglglglglglglglglglglglglglglglglglglglglglglglglgiaiaiaiaiaiaiaiaiaiaiaiaiaiaiannnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn PrPresesesesidididididididenenenenenenenenencycycycycycycycycycycycycycycycycy

TheTheTheTheTheTheTheTheTheTheTheTheTheTheTheTheTheTheTheTheTheThe openopenopenopenopenopenopenopenopenopenopenopenopenopenopenopenopenopenopenopeninginging events of the Belgian Presidency

ThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThe open gopeningg eventsevev ofof the BelgianBelg

entsents ofofofof thethe BelgBelgianBelgianBelgian PresidencycycycycycycycycycycycycycycycycycycycycycycycycycycycycycycycyPresidencycycycycycycycycycycycycycycycyPresidencycycycycycycycycycycycycycycycy TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTThhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhheeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee oooooooopppppppppppppppppppppppppeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeennnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnngggggggggggggggggg eeeeeeeeeeeeeeevvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvents of the Belgian P

The opening ceremony at Laeken Castle: 
José van Dam & Friends concert, 2 July 2010

To usher in the Belgian Presidency of the Council of the European Union, 

the Belgian bas-baritone José van Dam will give a concert, during which 

he will also celebrate his professional golden jubilee. This spectacular 

celebration will take place at Laeken Castle and the Royal Greenhouses, 

a magnificent setting that will do full justice to the most beautiful voices 

in the country. 
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Celebration for the wider public, 3 July 2010

On Saturday 3 July the whole country will burst into celebration, from the coast to the German 
border. In twelve cities, as many as there are stars on the European flag, there will be a big dance 
party from 20.00 to 21.30. Antwerp, Bruges, Brussels, Charleroi, Doornik, Eupen, Ghent, Hasselt, 
Liege, Leuven, Louvain-la-Neuve and Ostend will participate. A similar party was organised in 
2005 to celebrate Belgium’s 175th anniversary.  In each of the twelve cities the participants are 

rehearsing the same choreography and at a pre-arranged moment the same dance will start all over Belgium. 
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BNP Paribas Fortis - Best of Belgium, 8 July 2010

The “BNP Paribas Fortis - Best of Belgium” event will present all the best that Belgium 
has to offer in terms of tennis and music. It will take place on 8 July 2010 in the 
Roi Baudouin Stadium in Brussels. Numerous top Belgian musicians will perform there, 
followed by a tennis match between Justine Henin and Kim Clijsters. The event will be 
opened by the Prime Minister and will finish with a firework display. 
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The Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM) 

has been a forum for dialogue 

between European and Asian 

partners on the major political, 

economic and financial, and 

socio-cultural issues - the three 

pillars of ASEM - since 1996. ASEM 

stimulates cooperation amongst 

partners, encourages mutual 

trade and investment and aims to 

multiply the contacts between its 

citizens. 
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Third EU-Africa Summit, Libya, 29-30 November 2010

The 3rd EU-Africa Summit will take place in Libya on 29 and 30 November The 3rd EU-Africa Summit will take place in Libya on 29 and 30 November 

2010. In fact at the last meeting, in Lisbon in December 2007, the heads 2010. In fact at the last meeting, in Lisbon in December 2007, the heads 2010. In fact at the last meeting, in Lisbon in December 2007, the heads 

of state and government decided to meet every three years in future, of state and government decided to meet every three years in future, of state and government decided to meet every three years in future, of state and government decided to meet every three years in future, 

in Africa and the European Union alternately. These Summit meetings in Africa and the European Union alternately. These Summit meetings in Africa and the European Union alternately. These Summit meetings in Africa and the European Union alternately. These Summit meetings in Africa and the European Union alternately. These Summit meetings 

illustrate the importance that the two parties attach to their relations. illustrate the importance that the two parties attach to their relations. illustrate the importance that the two parties attach to their relations. illustrate the importance that the two parties attach to their relations. illustrate the importance that the two parties attach to their relations. 

They are also an appropriate opportunity for assessing progress made They are also an appropriate opportunity for assessing progress made They are also an appropriate opportunity for assessing progress made They are also an appropriate opportunity for assessing progress made They are also an appropriate opportunity for assessing progress made 

in the implementation of commitments and for drawing up a political in the implementation of commitments and for drawing up a political in the implementation of commitments and for drawing up a political in the implementation of commitments and for drawing up a political in the implementation of commitments and for drawing up a political 

outline for further activities by, amongst other things, approving action outline for further activities by, amongst other things, approving action outline for further activities by, amongst other things, approving action outline for further activities by, amongst other things, approving action outline for further activities by, amongst other things, approving action 

plans. plans. plans. plans. 
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European Development Days, Brussels, 6-7 December 2010
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Active participation by everyone
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Involving citizens
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The United Nations will hold a number of 
important meetings on gender and women’s 
rights. The Belgian Presidency of the Council 
of the European Union coincides with some 
important high level events on gender:
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Women’s rights high on the international agenda
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Exhibition “A Passage to Asia”
25 Centuries of Exchange between Asia and Europe
Centre for Fine Arts, Brussels (BOZAR)
25 June – 10 October 2010
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Visionary Africa, a cutting-edge programme for 
cultural cooperation between Europe and Africa 
BOZAR, Brussels
30 May – 26 September 2010
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Roger BallenN! 0! >'@)$! L=2+&0(!

7$')'/207$%2! ,+)$! L9%2+&0(! 2'')3N!

$03!37%()!(%02.5!QI!5%023!72'4@&+(/!!

Cultural events
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$))7YZZ,,,WJ'h02WJ%

`%'2/%!P3'4+N
P/'(5!-'5N!KIID



The Flower Carpet on the Grand Place in Brussels,
12–15 August 2010
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European walking 
tour in Brussels
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